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Italy is in a poor position to withstand a blockade.
Coal and oil she must have, and could not obtain except
from Germany, who would presumably be engaged else-
where. Spain's attitude in any Mediterranean adventure
would be at least doubtful. The ports and great cities
of Italy are extremely vulnerable, and her fleet could not
withstand the navies of France and Britain. The electri-
fication of her railways, while a boon to tourists, is a
danger in wartime, for a single bomb can put a long
stretch of line out of action. Her people have no desire
to fight the English. And an imponderable factor is the
most important of all: Italians and Germans would be
uncomfortable allies.

If a world-war broke out Italian soil would be occupied
by the Germans, if not by enemies. Her large tourist
industry would perish. She would almost certainly lose
her colonies, and her people would not for ever " believe,
obey, fight/'

As regards Tunisia, " protected " by France fifty-seven
years ago, there is no reason why the Italian majority there
should not receive more favourable treatment, especially
in the matter of schools and in the right to use the Italian
language in the law courts. As regards the Suez Canal
administration, whose board consists of nineteen French
directors, ten British, two Egyptians, and one Dutchman,
it would be fair to include Italians, considering that they
are now the second largest users of the Canal. In Jibuti
there should certainly be a free zone, and the French will
be unreasonable if they refuse to sell a railway which
runs for more than half its length through what is now
Italian territory, and only carries passengers and goods to
Abyssinia.

Undoubtedly Italy was badly treated in the Peace
Treaties. Reasonable concessions it would have been wise
to make to gain her goodwill. Bisogna essere forte: